Hepatitis C.
Until recently the diagnosis of non-A, non-B hepatitis was made by excluding other detectable viral infections of the liver. Progress in molecular biology made it possible to develop assays which can trace antibodies against the hepatitis C virus. This virus plays a major role in the pathogenesis of transfusion-related and sporadic non-A, non-B hepatitis and possibly of other liver diseases. Although the genome of a few isolates of the hepatitis C virus has already been decoded, the viral particles have not yet been visualized.